





FROM TONY'S DESK 


June 3, 1983 
Tokyo 


The one factor which shields the real Japan 
from foreign eyes more than any other is the 
Japanese language. Lack of language ability turns 
otherwise simple tasks of daily living into complex 
and inconvenient problems. Many people are 
attracted to Japan, not by the language, but by 
the traditional aspects of Japanese culture. 
Without the ability to inquire in depth, even the 
cultural concepts are inaccessible. Aside from 
these factors, Japan still remains a "rich field to 
plow". 

I will never cease to be amazed with what 
they have accomplished. The massive ancient 
rock walls -- beautifully softened with moss, fern, 
wildflowers, azaleas -- aged with the patina of 
time; the ancient shrines and temples rich with 
intricately carved heavy timber high above the 
ground built during a time when a "Crane" was 
only the "National Bird". And NOW sise 
magnificant edifices such as the Akasaka Prince 


Hotel much like our own "Imagination", 
resplendent . with geometric forms of spun 
aluminum, marble, glass and fountains; their 


advancement in technology in computers when 
every New Year you can find old models tossed in 
trash cans in narrow alleyways, replaced with new 
models of even greater technology; and then 
there is housing ..... where some manufacturers 
take umbrage when their pre-fabs are compared to 
instant noodles, wherein they claim they can build 
the cubes necessary for a single home every 40 
minutes! (In a few years little Japanese boxes may 
be on the hillsides in L.A. or other metropolitan 
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areas around the world that are finding themselves 
burdened with dense populations and sky-rocketing 
land prices.) 

But above all these elements of mystique is 
the. vegetation: sss the people's sensitivity of 
nature, their love for trees and flowers. Weeks 
will be spent tediously pruning a specimen Pinus 
Thunbergii in an old temple garden. Strong 
plantings were carefully planned; after the winter 
bleakness trees leaf out in their apple green 
attire, followed by the vivid blooms of Azalea 
indicas and Duc's, followed by the soft pastel 
tones of the Kurumes; and now the beautiful blue 
and pink Hydrangea. But the weeds continue to 
flourish as if they too deserve their own role in 
the evolution of nature. It is hard to conceive 
that even with all of their technology, crude hand 
tools are still being utilized and even though we 
have modified most of them, behind my back they 
revert to their old comfortable paraphernalia. 
Thankfully, we are now using pre-emergent 
herbicides but it will take time as horticulture is 
still not considered an "art form" here and still 
remains the tasks of the plebeian. Western 
landscapes are yet foreign to them. Conversely, 
they are far ahead of us in promoting green belts 
and tree plantings in their small and over-crowded 
country! 

The doorbell just rang and I spent 15 minutes 
trying to explain to a cheerful and kind young lady 
that I want 'The Japanese Times' cancelled for 2 
weeks. After many "arigato gozaimasus" and 
many bows, I am totally exhausted and must say 
"Sayoonara" for now. 


oy 
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THOSE BLOOMING PATHOGENS 


Along with the landscape beauty we all enjoy 
so much, come many various types of pests. Our 
two most prevalent landscape disease pathogens 
appear to be Pythium and Fusarium. Of the last 
85 disease samples sent to the Extension Service 
at the University of Florida by Pest Control, 40 
have come back with Pythium and 12 with 
Fusarium. 

Pythium generally causes a root rot in the host 
plant. It is most active in warm, humid weather 
with temperatures around 86°-95°F. Areas of 
shade or little air movement tend to further 
encourage Pythium. It is easily spread by mowing, 
contaminated grass clippings, gardening tools, 
shoes or moving contaminated soil. Heavy rain or 
excessive irrigation will also rapidly spread this 
pathogen. 

Fusarium is a vascular-wilt disease. It causes 
a brown discoloration of the vascular region and 
the plant parts above ground to droop. This 
disease grows in the vascular region of the xylem. 
It is most active in warm moist soils. 

To slow the development and/or spread of 
these diseases, disinfect all equipment such as 
mowers, pruning shears and boots before moving 
to a new area. Do not use contaminated soil. 
Minimize traffic in the affected areas, making 
sure these areas dry between irrigation. Keep 
excessive water out of any of your landscape. 
Effective chemical treatments include a soil 
drench with fungicide containing Metylaxyl or 
Ethazol for Pythium sp. and a soil drench with 
fungicide containing Benomy! for Fusarium sp. 


Tim Flowers 
Horticultural Pest Control 
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LIFT WITH THE LEGS -- NOT THE BACK 


BEWARE 


Although there are about 35 species of snakes 
in Florida, four are of particular interest to us. 
These four, the Cottonmouth Moccasin, Florida 
Diamondback, Coral Snake, and Copperhead are 
the most poisonous. 

Cottonmouth Moccasin - A deadly poisonous 
snake that lives in water or near it. The color 
ranges from copper to black as it gets older. It is 
very aggressive and hard to identify except for 
the light markings on the side of its triangular 
head. The bite is often accompanied by gangrene 
and tetnus. 

Florida Diamondback - The heaviest poisonous 
snake in the world, found in palmetto woods, dry 
sandy areas and hammocks. The rattlesnake gives 
live birth to 7-29 offspring usually in the late 
summer. It does not always rattle before striking. 

Coral Snake - The most beautiful but deadliest 
snake in Florida. The venom is highly potent and 
paralyzes nerves that control the heart and can 
cause death in 6 minutes. Because the fangs are 
short and immobile, the snake actually chews 
rather than bites its victim. It is the only 
poisonous snake in the U.S. that lays eggs and 
travels at night. Remember, "If his nose is black, 
he's bad for Jack". 

Copperhead - Often mistaken for cottonmouths 
because of the color, this is the least deadly of 
Florida's poisonous snakes. Most copperheads are 
found in North Florida, generally in rocky areas 
near water. Their color blends in with the ground, 
making them difficult to see. 

Remember, most snakes are beneficial to our 
environment due to their eating habits. If you 
encounter a poisonous snake, keep your distance 
and if you are bitten, stay calm. Try and kill the 
snake for aid in identification. This is important 
for proper treatment. If you need help in 
identifying a snake, call us. 


Walt Pillows, Superintendent 
Structural Pest Control 


HORTICULTURE DIVISION ORIENTATION 


An introduction for newly hired cast members 
to the Horticulture Division at the start of their 
second day on the job is now given by the Training 
Department. The intent, to help orient new 
gardeners to the philosophies of the Horticulture 
Division and our organizational structure. General 
information pertinent to their job performance and 
responsibilities of Horticulture Training are also 
discussed, followed by a tour of. the Tree 
Farm/Nursery. The new gardeners are then met 
by their supervisors, and along with their training 
checklist, they continue orientation of their new 
job responsibilities and new career. 


m 


THE ONLY CONSTANT -- IS CHANGE 


Aside from the growing and maturing of any 
new landscape, the EPCOT Center landscape 
continues to change with several new construction 
projects presently underway. Demolition and 
re-installation have already begun in both World 
Showcase and Future World. 

Additions in World Showcase include a juice 
bar at Africa located at the toe of the berm near 
China, a juice bar at Canada located between the 
Victoria Garden and Journey Into Imagination, and 
a cafe expansion at France. These areas are 
designed with themed landscaping in mind. Africa 
is receiving several new varieties of grasses, and 
the cafe expansion at France will allow for more 
annual color. 

The largest project is the West Walkway, 
which links West CommuniCore to the bridge in 
Future World leading to Showcase Plaza. The 
project required the temporary storage of a group 
of Bauhinia 'Candida' trees and several Cassia 
leptophylla, as well as the removal of 12,000 
square feet of zoysia turf, which will be replaced. 

All new construction requires cooperation from 
everyone, but none more than our irrigation crew. 
They continue to work long hours to keep up with 
demolition and re-installation, as well as required 
daily maintenance. A tough job! 

Coming up soon: Horizons landscaping and the 
East Walkway connecting World of Motion to the 
Odyssey Restaurant. 


Janet Gregorius, Supervisor 
EPCOT Center 








WHAT'S IN A PLANT NAME 


Many scientific plant names give clues to a 
plant's place of origin, general characteristics, or 
relation to other plants. The genus name 
Gladiolus is from the Latin for "Small Sword", 
describing its sword-shaped leaves. Dahlia is 
named for Professor Andreas Dahl. Anemone 
comes from the Greek word for wind. 

If you know that the Latin for leaf is folium, 
and the Greek is phyllus, it's easy to figure out 
the meaning of these species names: 

latifolium - broad leaved 

microphyllus - small leaved 

macrophyllus - large leaved 
Since Latin for flower is flora, then you know 
these: 

grandiflora - with large flowers 

floribunda - with abundant flowers 

nudiflora - with no petals 
Other interesting names are: 

stellata - star shaped 

spinosa - spiny 

sempervirens - evergreen 





NEW IDEAS GROWING AT THE NURSERY 


Yes, that's right! We have started growing 
several varieties of perennials which are showing 
their color and beauty throughout the property. 

You'll find some of these varieties on show in 
the Magic Kingdom. On stage at The Hub are the 
Bleeding Hearts, Dicentra spectabilis and Dicentra 
eximia. Also, Incarvillea known as Hardy Gloxinia 
has put on an excellent show. Several other 
varieties used include Lavandula commonly called 
Lavender, Clematis vines, Heuchera the Alum 
Root or Coral Bells, and several Tritoma varieties 
including the Kniphofia Early Hybrids. 

On show at EPCOT Center are Hosta varieties 
commonly referred to as Plantain Lillies, Ajuga 
reptans known as Carpet Bugleweed, 
Chrysanthemum maximum, the double Shasta 
Daisy, and Ornamental Blue Grass, Elymus 
glaucus. You'll find these perennials at Canada 
and the United Kingdom. Soon you will also see 
Martha Washington Geraniums in five excellent 
colors. 

We would like to thank Walters Gardens of 
Michigan for contributing some of our perennial 
bare root samples. We see great possibilities for 
many of these varieties in providing a good show 
for our guests. 

If you have the opportunity, be sure to take a 
look at the Perennial Trial area at the Nursery. 
It's full of 'perennial' ideas. 





Les Weller 
Tree Farm/Nursery 








SAFE DRIVERS 


As cast members we are responsible for 
driving safely and obeying all traffic laws while at 
WALT DISNEY WORLD. Let's all work together 
to make our "World" safe and accident free. 
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EXPLORING THE OPTIONS OF IPM 


Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a 
philosophy utilizing knowledge of the pest's 
biological life cycle, plant health, environmental 
parameters and their effect on pest-host 
interactions, and all potential control measures in 
a comprehensive program. The program is based 
on the selection and use of compatible 
combinations of cultural, mechanical, physical, 
biological and chemical control methods. One 
goal of IPM at The Land is to reduce the use of 
chemical pesticides. 

IPM is based on management of pest 
populations. In agriculture we must lean to 
tolerate pests while keeping their numbers at 
levels that do not reduce yield or marketability. 

IPM emerged as a response to the limitations 
of total reliance on pesticides. Insects acquired 
resistance to commonly used insecticides, and 
more frequent applications of higher dosages only 
resulted in increased resistance. To add to the 
problem, use of broad-spectrum chemicals 
indiscriminately eliminated beneficial insects as 
well as the pests, causing major outbreaks of pests 
which had previously been kept in check by their 
natural enemies. As these problems multiplied, it 
became clear that more than one control method 
was necessary to maintain pest populations at 
tolerable levels. 

There is seldom only one pest present on a 
crop, so scientists must constantly review their 
options without upsetting the ecology. In a single 
crop of sweet potatoes, for example, a leaf-eating 
mite may be controlled by predator mites. 
However, aphids or other pests may appear, and 
scientists must carefully choose an aphid con- 
trol technique that does not upset the mite 
balance between predator and prey. Their options 
include another biological control such as ladybird 
beetles, a chemical pesticide specific for aphids, 
or a chemical to which the mites are resistant. 

Future articles will discuss in detail some of 
these interactive controls, and how they are 
utilized at The Land. 


Andy Schuerger, Plant Pathologist 
The Land 


FINE-TUNING MAINTENANCE 


IMPROVES THE STAGE 


The spikes of crinkled petals colored pink, 
purple, red or white and appearing in late summer 
are the allure of Crape Myrtle. In autumn the 
glossy green leaves turn yellow or red before 
dropping. During winter, the Crape Myrtle is 
admired for its attractive trunk structure and gray 
bark which peels away to reveal tan inner bark. 
Whether winter, summer, or autumn the Crape 
Myrtle provides an interesting colorful accent. 

We are always fine-tuning our maintenance 
methods in order to improve our Horticultural 
show, our pruning techniques are no exception, 
especially when it comes to Crape Myrtles. In the 
past all main branches were’ pruned to single 
sticks and headed back to wood which measured 
inches in diameter. This produced a crop of large 
flowers, but Caused severe suckering. 
Unfortunately another result was a crop of club 
sized stubs each gnarled with sucker scars -- bad 
show in the winter months when the flowers and 
leaves are absent. 

To provide for a better show year round, 


Lagerstroemia indica should be pruned for natural 





structure, heading back discretely and awaiting 
spring. As in the past, we will still get two or 
three flowerings by pruning off dead blooms to 
forestall seed production. And because of the 
improved pruning technique, the good show will 
last even after the foliage and flowers are gone. 


Tom Harshman, Andrew Kittsley, 
Steve Klingman, John Kriscunas, 
and Brian Luzinski 

The Magic Kingdom Arborist Crew 











WE GOOF'ED 


In the May issue of Every Bloomin' Thing a 
mistake appeared in the article "Venomous 
Villians". In the first paragraph a sentence read - 
"In the U.S.A. alone, there will be about 25,000 
injuries resulting in death." The line should read, 
In the U.S.A. alone, there will be about 25,000 
injuries with 32 resulting in death. 

Also in the article noting the Ten Year 
Service Awards for Horticulture, George Cressman 
ard Eugene Croak were omitted in error. We wish 
to extend congratulations to these two and wish 
them the best of luck in the future! 





Editor: Pamela Boswell 


Typist: Donna Vann 
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